Library Progress International Print version ISSN 0970 1052
Vol.44 No. 3, Jul-Dec 2024: P. 14644-14649 Online version ISSN 2320 317X

Original Article Available online at www.bpasjournals.com

Navigating the Landscape of Legal Education in India: Integration of
National Education Policy 2020, STRIDE, and UGC Initiatives for a
Sustainable Future

Bommuluri Bhavana Rao

Faculty Member, UPES School of Law
Dehradun

How to cite this article: Bommuluri Bhavana Rao (2024 Navigating the Landscape of Legal Education in India:
Integration of National Education Policy 2020, STRIDE, and UGC Initiatives for a Sustainable Future. Library
Progress International, 44(3), 14644-14649

ABSTRACT

This paper explores the transformative potential of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 on legal education
in India, examining its alignment with the Scheme for Trans-disciplinary Research through Higher Education
Institutes for National Development and Entrepreneurship (STRIDE) and initiatives by the University Grants
Commission (UGC). Through an analysis of current policies and their implications for higher education,
particularly in the legal domain, this paper outlines a roadmap for fostering innovation, inclusivity, and quality in
legal education.
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1. Introduction

Legal education in India is at a crucial juncture, necessitating comprehensive reforms to meet contemporary
challenges. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 serves as a guiding framework for this transformation,
emphasizing quality, accessibility, and inclusivity. NEP 2020 aims to create an education system rooted in Indian
ethos, transforming India into a global knowledge superpower by providing high-quality education for all
(Ministry of Education, 2020). Alongside this, the Scheme for Trans-disciplinary Research through Higher
Education Institutes for National Development and Entrepreneurship (STRIDE) and initiatives by the University
Grants Commission (UGC) play pivotal roles in shaping a robust educational environment. This paper analyzes
the interconnectedness of these frameworks and their collective impact on legal education, focusing on their
implications for social inclusion, quality enhancement, and research innovation.

2. National Education Policy 2020 , Goals and Relevance to Legal Education

2.1. Overview of NEP 2020

The NEP 2020 aims to overhaul the Indian educational landscape by focusing on five key pillars: Access, Equity,
Quality, Affordability, and Accountability. These pillars are integral to enhancing the legal education sector,
aligning with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4, which advocates for inclusive and
equitable quality education (United Nations, 2015). The policy recognizes that legal education must evolve to
meet the demands of a rapidly changing global environment, thereby ensuring that graduates are equipped with
the necessary skills and knowledge to navigate complex legal landscapes. As India aspires to position itself as a
global knowledge hub, the NEP emphasizes a holistic approach to education that encompasses academic
excellence, social responsibility, and ethical practices in the legal profession.

2.2. Curriculum Transformation

A significant feature of NEP 2020 is its emphasis on curriculum transformation, which seeks to foster a
multidisciplinary approach in higher education. The policy encourages law students to engage with subjects such
as economics, political science, and technology, thereby providing them with a comprehensive understanding of
the socio-legal context in which they operate. This approach aligns with SDG 4.7, which aims to ensure that all
learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable development (United Nations, 2015).
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The NEP not only enhances the intellectual rigor of legal education but also prepares students to address complex
global challenges, such as human rights, environmental sustainability, and economic inequality.

2.3. Quality Assurance Mechanisms

The NEP also emphasizes establishing robust quality assurance mechanisms to evaluate legal education
institutions. By ensuring that these institutions adhere to high standards, the policy supports the goal of providing
quality education, thus contributing to SDG 4.1 (United Nations, 2015). Quality assurance is critical for
maintaining public confidence in legal education and ensuring that graduates are well-prepared for the demands
of legal practice. The establishment of accreditation bodies and regular assessments will help identify areas for
improvement, fostering a culture of continuous enhancement in legal education.

2.4. Technological Integration

Incorporating technology into legal education is another critical component of NEP 2020. The policy advocates
for digital literacy and online learning resources, enhancing accessibility and learning experiences for students.
This is particularly relevant in the context of SDG 4.C, which emphasizes the importance of technology in
education (United Nations, 2015). The use of technology not only facilitates innovative teaching methods but also
allows for greater flexibility in learning, enabling students to access legal resources and expertise from around the
globe. As legal practice increasingly relies on technological advancements, such as artificial intelligence and
digital communication, integrating these tools into legal education becomes essential for preparing students for
the future.

3. STRIDE:- Fostering Research and Innovation

3.1. Overview of STRIDE

STRIDE aims to promote an innovative research culture across Indian Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), with
a focus on trans-disciplinary research. This initiative is crucial for legal education, as it encourages collaboration
between various disciplines, fostering a comprehensive understanding of complex legal issues. By breaking down
traditional silos between academic disciplines, STRIDE facilitates a more holistic approach to research and
education, ensuring that legal education is informed by diverse fields of knowledge. This trans-disciplinary
approach is vital for addressing contemporary legal challenges, such as climate change, data privacy, and social
justice, which require insights from multiple domains.

3.2. Key Components of STRIDE

STRIDE comprises three key components that collectively enhance research capabilities and foster an
environment conducive to innovation:

Component Description

el B e igdit - Focuses on enhancing research capabilities in colleges and universities across
Capacity Building all disciplines, including law.

Ol g e Promotes collaborative research addressing national and global challenges,
disciplinary Research emphasizing legal issues that intersect with other fields.

Sl B s T e vs Emphasizes research in humanities and social sciences, including law, to
Research address pressing societal issues.

3.3. Impact of STRIDE on Legal Education

STRIDE’s emphasis on trans-disciplinary collaboration enriches legal education in various ways. Interdisciplinary
initiatives encourage law students to engage with diverse perspectives, enhancing their problem-solving abilities.
Furthermore, STRIDE supports capacity-building efforts, equipping students with the necessary skills for
academic and professional success in the legal field. The program’s focus on innovation fosters a research culture
that encourages students and faculty to pursue groundbreaking work, ultimately contributing to the development
of legal scholarship that addresses contemporary challenges.

4. UGC Initiatives -Promoting Inclusivity and Research Capacity

4.1. Financial Investments in Research

The UGC plays a vital role in enhancing legal education through various financial initiatives. The expenditures
for collaborative programs in 2021-2022 demonstrate a commitment to improving educational quality and
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research capacity in legal education. For instance, significant funding was allocated for initiatives such as the
Indo-Israel Joint Research Project and the Indo-German Partnership in Higher Education, which aim to foster
academic collaboration and knowledge exchange between Indian institutions and their international counterparts.

Scheme Expenditure (in Lakhs)

CEP 43.50

Indo-Israel Joint Research Project 113.45

UGC-UKIERI Thematic Partnerships 59.46

Indo-German Partnership in Higher Education 189.86

Raman Fellowships 4.60

Indo-Norway 1.96

Stipendium Hungaricum Scholarship Programme NEREL]

Indo-US 21st Century Knowledge Initiative 52.00

Total Expenditure 478.39

4.2. Centers for Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy

The establishment of 32 centers focusing on social exclusion research reflects a significant shift toward inclusivity
in legal education. The UGC allocated Rs. 2143.64 lakh in 2021 to support these centers, reinforcing the
importance of diverse perspectives in legal education and aligning with SDG 10, which aims to reduce inequalities
(United Nations, 2015). By focusing on social exclusion, these centers facilitate research that addresses systemic
inequalities in legal education and practice, contributing to a more equitable society.

4.3. Scholarships and Fellowships

The UGC's scholarship programs aimed at women and SC/ST candidates foster inclusivity and diversity in legal
academia. Each program provides 100 slots annually, contributing to a more equitable legal education system and
supporting SDG 5, which seeks gender equality (United Nations, 2015). The financial support provided through
these initiatives enables underrepresented groups to pursue advanced degrees in law, thus enriching the academic
community and ensuring a broader range of perspectives in legal scholarship.

5. Analysis of Findings

5.1. Global Collaboration

The integration of NEP 2020, STRIDE, and UGC initiatives highlights the growing importance of international
collaboration in legal education. The UGC’s collaborative academic programs with foreign countries, such as the
Stipendium Hungaricum Programme, exemplify this trend, as 173 Indian students were awarded scholarships in
2021. These programs facilitate knowledge exchange and cultural engagement, preparing students for global legal
practice and fostering a sense of interconnectedness among future legal professionals.

5.2. Research-Driven Framework

Substantial investments in research, as demonstrated by UGC's funding, promote a culture of inquiry and critical
thinking essential for future legal practitioners. The emphasis on interdisciplinary research aligns with the UN's
call for partnerships to achieve the SDGs, particularly SDG 17, which encourages strengthening the means of
implementation and revitalizing global partnerships for sustainable development (United Nations, 2015).
Enhancing Higher Education in India: Budget Provisions and Strategic Initiatives

The Indian higher education sector has been undergoing significant transformations, particularly in light of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which aims to make education more inclusive and accessible. A vital
aspect of this transformation involves budget allocations and schemes that support various initiatives to enhance
the quality and reach of higher education.

Budget Overview: A Commitment to Higher Education

The Department of Higher Education's budget for the fiscal years 2021-22 and 2022-23 reflects a strategic
commitment to improve educational infrastructure, promote research, and enhance student welfare. Notable
allocations include the establishment of various centrally sponsored schemes, digital education initiatives, and
financial aid for students.

For instance, in 2021-22, the budget allocated 3,000 crores to the National Education Mission under the Rashtriya
Uchhatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) aimed at enhancing the quality of higher education institutions across India.
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This figure was slightly reduced in 2022-23 but remains a significant investment in educational infrastructure
(Government of India, 2022). Furthermore, the budget for student financial aid saw slight reductions, from
%2,089.25 crores in 2021-22 to %2,077.85 crores in 2022-23. This reduction highlights the ongoing challenges
faced in maintaining financial support amidst growing demands (Government of India, 2022).
Key Schemes and Initiatives
1. Centrally Sponsored Schemes: The budget earmarked substantial funds for various schemes aimed at
improving the quality of education and research. The World Class Institutions scheme, for example,
was allocated 1,710 crores in 2021-22, reflecting the government’s commitment to establishing global
standards in higher education. This initiative focuses on creating institutions that not only meet but
exceed international benchmarks for education (Ministry of Education, 2021).

2. Student Financial Aid: Scholarships and financial aid schemes are critical in promoting inclusivity in
higher education. The Special Scholarship Scheme for Jammu and Kashmir, with a consistent
allocation of %225 crores, is designed to support students from this region, facilitating their access to
quality education (Government of India, 2022). Additionally, the PM Research Fellowship program,
which received X150 crores in the budget, aims to promote research among postgraduate students,
thereby enhancing India’s research capacity (Ministry of Education, 2021).

3. Digital Education Initiatives: The push for digital education is evident in the allocations for the
National Mission in Education through ICT, which increased from ¥83.71 crores in 2021-22 to 3400
crores in 2022-23. This initiative reflects the government's recognition of the importance of technology
in education, especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which necessitated a shift to online
learning (Ministry of Education, 2021).

4. Establishment of Centers for Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy: The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has established 32 centers across different universities to focus on research related
to social exclusion, underlining the theoretical and policy importance of this area. In 2021, the UGC
released %2,143.64 lakhs to support this initiative, highlighting the government's commitment to fostering
inclusive education (UGC, 2021).

Strategic Implications of the Budget Allocations

The increasing focus on trans-disciplinary research through initiatives like STRIDE (Scheme for Trans-
disciplinary Research through Higher Education Institutes for National Development and Entrepreneurship)
signals a shift towards fostering innovation and collaboration across disciplines. This approach not only enhances
research capacity but also nurtures a culture of innovation within higher education institutions (Ministry of
Education, 2021).

Moreover, the establishment of post-doctoral fellowships aimed at women and SC/ST candidates reinforces the
commitment to inclusivity in higher education. For instance, the UGC’s Post-Doctoral Fellowship for Women,
with an expenditure of ¥5.20 crores in 2021-22, and the corresponding scheme for SC/ST candidates receiving
%3.97 crores reflect a targeted approach to empower underrepresented groups in academia (UGC, 2021).

A Forward-Looking Vision for Higher Education

The budget provisions for higher education in India signify a strategic commitment to enhancing the quality,
accessibility, and inclusivity of educational institutions. By focusing on infrastructure development, research
capacity, and financial aid, the Indian government aims to create a robust educational ecosystem that meets the
diverse needs of its population.

As India continues to navigate the challenges posed by globalization and technological advancements, the
alignment of budgetary allocations with the goals outlined in the National Education Policy 2020 will be crucial
in shaping the future of higher education in the country. Continuous evaluation and adaptation of these strategies
will be essential to ensure that the educational landscape remains responsive to societal needs and global standards.
The integration of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the Scheme for Trans-disciplinary Research through
Higher Education Institutes for National Development and Entrepreneurship (STRIDE), and initiatives from the
University Grants Commission (UGC) represents a transformative approach to legal education in India. This
analysis examines the interplay of these frameworks, their implications for the future of legal education, and their
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potential to address the pressing challenges faced by the Indian legal landscape.

6.1. Transformative Impact of NEP 2020

NEP 2020 stands as a significant milestone in the evolution of India's educational framework, particularly
regarding legal education. By promoting a multidisciplinary curriculum, the policy encourages law students to
engage with various fields, thereby fostering a holistic understanding of the law's social, economic, and political
contexts. This is particularly pertinent given the complexity of modern legal challenges, which often require
insights from multiple disciplines. For instance, issues such as cyber law and data privacy demand not only legal
expertise but also a solid understanding of technology and ethics.

Moreover, NEP 2020's emphasis on quality assurance mechanisms signals a shift towards greater accountability
in legal education. This aligns with global best practices in education, as seen in the frameworks established by
organizations such as the International Association of Law Schools (IALS), which advocate for robust
accreditation standards to ensure the quality of legal education globally. The focus on technology integration
further underscores NEP 2020's relevance, as the legal profession increasingly relies on technological tools for
research, case management, and client interaction. Integrating digital literacy into legal education is crucial for
preparing students for a technologically advanced legal landscape.

6.2. STRIDE and Research Innovation

The STRIDE initiative's focus on trans-disciplinary research significantly enriches legal education by encouraging
collaboration among various fields. This collaborative spirit is essential for addressing contemporary issues such
as climate change, public health law, and social justice. For instance, environmental law intersects with science
and public policy, necessitating a multidisciplinary approach to effectively address the complexities of
environmental degradation.

The framework provided by STRIDE facilitates the creation of innovative research projects that can lead to
groundbreaking legal scholarship. The emphasis on high-impact research fosters an academic environment that
values inquiry and exploration, which is vital for developing new theories and practices in law. The funding and
capacity-building aspects of STRIDE ensure that legal educators and students have the resources necessary to
engage in meaningful research. The collaboration fostered by STRIDE is not only beneficial for academic research
but also enhances the employability of law graduates, as they acquire skills in project management and
interdisciplinary communication.

6.3. UGC Initiatives and Inclusivity

The UGC's commitment to promoting inclusivity through scholarships and centers focused on social exclusion
aligns well with NEP 2020's goals. The establishment of research centers dedicated to understanding and
addressing social exclusion reflects a growing awareness of the importance of diversity in legal education.
Inclusivity in legal education not only enriches the academic discourse but also ensures that the legal profession
reflects the diverse society it serves.

Financial investments in research and the promotion of programs aimed at underrepresented groups are crucial
steps towards creating a more equitable legal education system. These initiatives support the idea that diverse
perspectives lead to more comprehensive and effective legal solutions. Furthermore, the UGC's focus on gender
equality and the empowerment of marginalized communities aligns with broader societal goals and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs) (United Nations, 2015).

6.4. The Role of Global Collaboration

The emphasis on global collaboration through initiatives like the Stipendium Hungaricum Programme exemplifies
the importance of international perspectives in legal education. Such programs enable students to engage with
different legal systems and cultures, thereby broadening their understanding of the law. As international legal
issues become increasingly prevalent, understanding comparative legal frameworks becomes essential for future
legal practitioners.

Moreover, these global collaborations facilitate knowledge transfer and create networks that can enhance research
capabilities within Indian institutions. The potential for cross-border legal cooperation is particularly significant
in the context of issues such as human rights, trade law, and international environmental law, where collaborative
approaches are necessary to develop effective solutions.

7. Conclusion

The integration of NEP 2020, STRIDE, and UGC initiatives presents a comprehensive framework for revitalizing
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legal education in India. This triad not only addresses the immediate challenges faced by the legal education sector
but also aligns with global best practices in education and research. By emphasizing quality, inclusivity, and trans-
disciplinary collaboration, these initiatives pave the way for a more robust legal education system that is well-
equipped to meet the evolving demands of the legal profession.
The focus on multidisciplinary curricula and technological integration ensures that law graduates are prepared for
the complexities of modern legal practice. Commitment to inclusivity and diversity within legal education fosters
an environment where a wide range of perspectives can contribute to legal discourse, ultimately leading to more
equitable and just legal outcomes.
Looking forward, it is imperative for legal education stakeholders, including institutions, policymakers, and
faculty, to actively engage with these frameworks to realize their full potential. Continued investment in research,
infrastructure, and student support will be vital in sustaining the momentum generated by NEP 2020, STRIDE,
and UGC initiatives. Additionally, fostering a culture of innovation and critical inquiry within legal education will
be essential for nurturing the next generation of legal professionals who can navigate the complexities of an
increasingly interconnected world.
The collective vision and collaborative efforts embodied in NEP 2020, STRIDE, and UGC initiatives can
transform the landscape of legal education, positioning India as a leader in legal scholarship and practice on the
global stage. Future research should focus on assessing the long-term impact of these policies and initiatives on
the quality of legal education and the profession, ensuring that the aspirations of NEP 2020 and its allied
frameworks are met with success.
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